CHAPTER I

THE MORAL BACKGROUND

ABOUT the middle of the nineteenth century,
in the quiet sunshine of provincial pros-
perity, New England had an Indian summer
of the mind; and an agreeable reflective
literature showed how brilliant that russet
and yellow season could be. There were
poets, historians, orators, preachers, most of
whom had studied foreign literatures and had
travelled; they demurely kept up with the
times; they were universal humanists. But
it was all a harvest of leaves; these worthies
had an expurgated and barren conception
of life; theirs was the purity of sweet old
age. Sometimes they made attempts to re-
juvenate their minds by broaching native
subjects; they wished to prove how much
matter for poetry the new world supplied,

and they wrote " Rip van Winkle," " Hia-
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